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Radio Amateurs of Canada  

 Midwest Report 
Ensuring radio amateurs in the Midwest are informed!  

February, 2011 

Directors Ramblings 

I know it's not February and I am a little late on this newsletter, 
but stuff happens.  Anyway it is out now and you have the latest 
news 

Board meeting 
�x The monthly meeting of the Regional Directors was held on 

February 24, 2011 starting at 2330Z. The main item discussed 
was implementing changes to the membership categories.  
There are two main classes of membership in RAC;  Full and 
Associate. The Full classes requires a member to hold their 
certificate of proficiency and will have a vote at any member 
meetings.  The associate class is for those members who do 
not hold a certificate of proficiency and do not have a vote at 
any member meetings.  Within each class there can be a 
number of payment categories for levers of services.  The one 
new class of Full Membership I would like to highlight is 
“Maple Leaf”.  This allows a licensed Amateur to show their 
support for RAC buy opting for a $100 membership and in 
turn they will get special recognition and a small token of 
appreciation.  If you think you may be able to support RAC at 
that level please give Chris a call at RAC Headquarters for 
more information.  

�x Also on the topic of membership the board is working on 
developing and changing the various payment categories.  
This is a long drawn out process as we consider each category 
and the services available to that category and the fee to 
charge for that category, while the majority of members are 
simple full regular members, we have a number of other 
categories of membership payment levels.  As of February 
28th, our membership looks like this. 
 Full Associate 

Regular Members 3837 86 

Family Members 129 1 

Blind Members 29 1 

Life Members 380 21 

Sustaining Life Members 22 0 

RAC Web Site 
Ads are now available 

RAC is offering space to anyone who 
wants to place an ad on its web site.  
These ads will be as described below and 
will be clickable. They will appear as a 
side bar or banner type advertising. 
 
Ads will appear on every page on the site. 
Ad size: 468x60 and 125x125 
Pricing: 
Member: $7.50/week (468x60) 
  $5.00 (125x125) 
Non Member: $10/week (468x60)

 $7.50 (125x125)  
Link: Ad will include a link 
Minimum commitment: 13 weeks. 
Rotation: Maximum 4 advertisements 

in rotation at any given 
time.   

Exclusivity:  
Members: $22.50 (468x60)  
 $15.00 (125x125) 
Non-member $30 (468x60) 
 $22.50 (125x125) 

All for rotations during 
13 week minimum commitment. 

 
Ads must relate to radio or are of interest 
to amateur radio operators and subject to 
approval by Radio Amateurs of Canada.  
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The RAC Report 
�x The first issue or the electronic “RAC Report” has been emailed to all members; if you have not received a copy 

please let me know.  If you have, let me know what you think. 
�x To ensure you receive it you may want to check your email on the membership page.  Follow this link, 

log in with your membership number and password and verify your email: 
http://www.rac.ca/en/members/myprofile/ 

Deputy Director  
With the approval by the federal government of our bylaws revisions (passed by the members a couple of years 
ago) each Director of RAC is now authorized to appoint one Deputy Director from among RAC members 
residing in their region.  Deputy Directors may attend all RAC Board meetings and teleconferences as observers. 
In the event that a Director is unable to attend a Board meeting, that Director may authorize his or her Deputy 
Director to attend and vote the Director’s proxy on any matter before the Board. 
So I am looking for someone who is willing to be a deputy director. 

By the numbers 
Of the 387 RAC members in the region there are only 204 who have email addresses in the RAC membership 
database.  So more than 1/3 of the members are not receiving this newsletter nor are they getting the new RAC 
Report.  As a RAC member, the next time you go to the local coffee klatch, or a local club meeting, please 
mention this to your fellow amateurs, and suggest that they log into the RAC web site and update their 
membership record so that they will receive the RAC report and of course my monthly effort. 

Attention Local Clubs & Members 

Members 
The insurance that RAC is offering to affiliated clubs can help you bring in members.  Right now if a RAC 
member is not a member of a local affiliated club who has taken the insurance plan, then they do not have any 
liability coverage from RAC.  In order for RAC members to be covered under the Liability insurance plan for 
all the Amateur Radio activity, they must be members of both RAC & an insured Affiliated Club.  So the 
simple cost of a membership to your local club could save money on your home insurance plan.  Most home 
insurance requires a separate rider for coverage of Antenna Support Structures.  Check with your agent on how 
much this will cost you.  Then compare it to the cost of joining one of the local clubs who are already affiliated 
and insured through the RAC plan. 

Clubs 
Clubs can save money on their insurance by encouraging their members to join RAC.  The clubs who are on 
the RAC liability insurance plan pay a premium for every club member who is not also a member of RAC.  By 
encouraging your member to join RCA the Club will save money on their insurance.  In the same process your 
club members will then be covered for liability insurance for all their Amateur Radio activity, not just the club 
functions.  This is a win- win - win advantage for the Club, the Member and for RAC.  Think about and 
encourage your members to join RAC. 
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Where R U 

Is your address correct with industry Canada?  Have you moved since you were last actually issued a license 
renewal (how many years ago was that?)  Did you know that you are required to keep industry Canada 
informed of any address changes?  Please use the following form to update your information with Industry 
Canada.  http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/vwapj/ic2381bh.pdf/$FILE/ic2381bh.pdf  
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