
1 "We're ALL about Amateur Radio!" 
 

Radio Amateurs of Canada  

 Midwest Report 
Ensuring radio amateurs in the Midwest are informed!  

May, 2011 

Directors Ramblings 

Board meeting 
At last night board meeting the usual topics came up,  Approval 
of minutes, Financial report etc. 
Preliminary work has started on looking into the production of 
an Electronic version of TCA.  The big issues is of course file 
size and resolution of the images within the file.  While most 
email programs do not have any really limitation on files size of 
attachments, the ISP's of the world do have limitations.  Some as 
low as 5mb, with most having a 10mb per email limit.  This 
includes the attachment, the email message and the headers and 
package around the email.  Now trying to fit a 68 page magazine 
into a file size limit that will work for the majority of RAC 
members can be done but, resolution is an issue.  While most 
images on web sites are around the 72dpi resolution, this does 
not broad well for printing, or displaying larger images.  So we 
believe that we need a resolution of at least 300 dpi, which will 
put us over the file size limit.  We are now looking at ways to 
keep a 300dpi product and a small size, using different methods 
of file types.  We are in the very beginning of the learning curve 
and will get there eventually.  We are also in talks with ARRL  
& RSGB on their plans for electronic version of their magazines.  
And speaking of magazines, did you know that you can get 
World Radio online delivered to your inbox for free.   
Their following magazine is completely online and is about 68 
pages in size similar to TCA , but much more in pictures. 
Clicking on the link below takes you to their home page, where 
you can click on the current edition or other links.  If you click 
on the current edition, you will be presented with an HTML 
document of the table of contents.  Clicking on the page 
numbers will take you to one of 4 separate PDF files of about 
7+MB in size each.  For a total of almost 30MB in size.   

�x Every Ad is clickable and takes you to the advertisers 

RAC Web Site 
Ads are now available 

RAC is offering space to anyone who 
wants to place an ad on its web site.  
These ads will be as described below and 
will be clickable.  They will appear as a 
side bar or banner type advertising. 
 
Ads will appear on every page on the site. 
Ad size: 468x60 and 125x125 
Pricing: 
Member: $7.50/week (468x60) 
  $5.00 (125x125) 
Non Member: $10/week (468x60)

 $7.50 (125x125)  
Link: Ad will include a link 
Minimum commitment: 13 weeks. 
Rotation: Maximum 4 advertisements 

in rotation at any given 
time.   

Exclusivity:  
Members: $22.50 (468x60)  
 $15.00 (125x125) 
Non-member $30 (468x60) 
 $22.50 (125x125) 

All for rotations during 
13 week minimum commitment. 

 
Ads must relate to radio or are of interest 
to amateur radio operators and subject to 
approval by Radio Amateurs of Canada.  
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page. 
�x All content is selectable for copy & paste 
�x Each of the 7 MB+ files took about 30 – 50 seconds to download on my system (25MB download) 

The June 2011 edition of WorldRadio Online magazine is live and posted free.  
http://www.worldradiomagazine.com/ 
If you sign up for the online magazine you also get news on their other magazines and promotions for their 
customers.   
 
Also discussed at the board meeting was RAC return to Dayton.  The world's largest Hamfest.  RAC presence 
in Dayton was a welcome sight and we received many great comments from Canadians, Americans and other 
Hams from the world over.  We were even able to sell over $900 in memberships, while we were there.  If you 
are in Dayton next year for HAMvention, please stop by our booth for a chat. 

The RAC Store: 
The RAC store is being liquidated and many items are on sale at only slightly above our cost.  So if you are 
looking for a shirt, cap or other item, now is the time to buy, before everything is gone.  You can check out the 
Merchandise available by going to http://rac.ca/store/catalogue_e.php.  Buy before it is gone.  If any club is 
looking at a group purchase of manuals or study guides (for an upcoming class) please email the RAC office.  
We will be happy to work with you on special pricing for bulk orders. 
 

Deputy Director  
With the approval by the federal government of our bylaws revisions (passed by the members a couple of years 
ago) each Director of RAC is now authorized to appoint one Deputy Director from among RAC members 
residing in their region.  Deputy Directors may attend all RAC Board meetings and teleconferences as observers.  
In the event that a Director is unable to attend a Board meeting, that Director may authorize his or her Deputy 
Director to attend and vote the Director’s proxy on any matter before the Board.  So I am looking for someone 
who is willing to be a deputy director. 

 

RAC Foundation Grants 

Did you know that RAC offers grants to individual and organizations across Canada? 

Advancement of Education  
- This includes "providing scholarships, bursaries, and prizes for scholastic achievement", and "undertaking research in a 
recognized field of knowledge (the research must be carried out for educational purposes and the results must be made 
available to the public)". The former would be reserved for radio amateurs. The latter would be reserved for 
research/development which would benefit all Canadian radio amateurs. 

Purposes Beneficial to the Community  
- Organizations which normally qualify as charitable include those with the following purposes: "providing public 
amenities to benefit the community", "establishing safety rescue operations", and "providing facilities for people with 
special needs". The first could cover such activities as grants for radio equipment and/or courses in schools, youth 
organizations, or homes for the elderly, or disabled. The second may apply to investment in equipment for Amateur 
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Radio Emergency Service groups, who support their local communities and the Canadian Red Cross with public service 
and disaster communications. The latter could apply to support for equipment, courses, or development of suitable 
devices or techniques for the handicapped or disabled. 
 
So if you know a student who will be going into or is taking courses in the field of Radio communication make an effort 
to suggest to them that they get their Amateur Radio certificate and apply for a grant.  Check the RAC web site 
http://www.rac.ca/en/rac/donations/foundation/grant-info.php for more information. 
 

The RAC report 

In an effort to get the club news out on a more regular basis, to the members of Radio Amateurs of Canada and 
the general public interested in Ham radio, the editor of TCA is looking for very brief summary of events or 
happenings from all the clubs across Canada.  Please see the email attached.  However, any notices should be 
routed through the Regional directors. 
 
Are there activities of events happening within your club, Please pass them onto to me so they can be included 
in the RAC report &/or TCA.  RAC is here to promote Amateur Radio and what better way to promote than at 
the grassroots local level.  Please send to me by the first week of each month any events you are holding, any 
happenings in your area, any general news about your club.  We are looking for general summarized items.  
The following is an example of summarized items done by RAC; yours items should be in the same format and 
if you put in a web link, then that will also go out to allow for readers to click for more info. 
 

The following is a concise update of recent activity by RAC on behalf of its members. 
�x 25+ Members have now become Maple Leaf Operators.  Maple Leaf Operators are those who support 

RAC by paying $100 fee per year, $50 above the normal membership dues. 
�x RAC has started the RAC Report, an electronic bi-monthly newsletter issued in even months.  The RAC 

Report will interleave with the bi-monthly TCA print magazine, providing members the information they 
need on a monthly basis. 

�x The end of 2010 saw RAC in the black, financially. 
�x TCA is now printed on cheaper paper.  Same great magazine but more cost-effective. 
�x Radio Amateurs of Canada presented Steve McFarlane, VE3TBD and Lori McFarlane with a RAC 

Volunteer Appreciation Award.  For many years, Steve & Lori have worked with bringing amateur radio 
into schools by using contacts with the International Space Station (ARISS). 

�x RAC President Geoff Bawden, VE4BAW, has been working in his ARES group which is preparing for 
possibly the worst flooding in decades. 

�x RAC Field Services is undergoing extensive updating & reorganization.  Emphasis has been placed on 
the development of an ARES Training Management System, among other initiatives 

 
  I thank you for your time and I look forward to getting your activity listing each month.  If you have any 
questions please let me know.  I am here to help as best as I can. 
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HamFest 

The Saskatoon Amateur Radio Club is hosting the 2011 Hamfest in Saskatoon on July 9th.  It is a one 
day affair and will consist of the usual flea market, several presentations, static displays and the 
Saskatchewan Amateur Radio League AGM. 
48th International Hamfest at the International Peace Garden on July 8, 9, &10, 2011.  
http://www.mts.net/~holderr/ihf.htm  
MARMFEST 17 on August 13, 2011 at the Manitoba Amateur Radio Museum, in Austin Manitoba 
http://www.mts.net/~holderr/marm.htm  
 
Do you have a hamfest or flea market in your area you want to advertise to your fellow RAC members.  Send me 
the details. 

 

Your mailing address 

Amateurs are reminded of Section 15 of Regulation By Reference 4 (RBR-4), which states: 
"The holder of an Amateur Radio Operator Certificate shall notify the Department within thirty (30) days 
with respect to a change of mailing address." 
 
Please note that this refers to a MAILING address and that it is not an option but a requirement. 
You can inform Industry Canada of your change of address on-line at http://www.callsign.ca/ch_adr_ra.php or 
you can contact the Industry Canada Amateur Radio Service Centre at: 
Phone: 1-888-780-3333 (toll free) 
Fax:(613) 991-5575 
E-mail: spectrum.amateur@ic.gc.ca 
 

Attention Local Clubs & Members 

Members 
The insurance that RAC is offering to affiliated clubs can help you bring in members.  Right now if a RAC 
member is not a member of a local affiliated club who has taken the insurance plan, then they do not have any 
liability coverage from RAC.  In order for RAC members to be covered under the Liability insurance plan for 
all the Amateur Radio activity, they must be members of both RAC & an insured Affiliated Club.  So the 
simple cost of a membership to your local club could save money on your home insurance plan.  Most home 
insurance requires a separate rider for coverage of Antenna Support Structures.  Check with your agent on how 
much this will cost you.  Then compare it to the cost of joining one of the local clubs who are already affiliated 
and insured through the RAC plan. 
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Clubs 
Clubs can save money on their insurance by encouraging their members to join RAC.  The clubs who are on 
the RAC liability insurance plan pay a premium for every club member who is not also a member of RAC.  By 
encouraging your member to join RCA the Club will save money on their insurance.  In the same process your 
club members will then be covered for liability insurance for all their Amateur Radio activity, not just the club 
functions.  This is a win- win - win advantage for the Club, the Member and for RAC.  Think about and 
encourage your members to join RAC. 

Where R U 

Is your address correct with industry Canada?  Have you moved since you were last actually issued a license 
renewal (how many years ago was that?)  Did you know that you are required to keep industry Canada 
informed of any address changes?  Please use the following form to update your information with Industry 
Canada.  http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/vwapj/ic2381bh.pdf/$FILE/ic2381bh.pdf  
 

Do you know these RAC members? 

The following listing of Callsigns are all RAC members, but they have not furnished RAC with their Email 
address, as such they are not receiving this newsletter (which I of course work so hard on) nor are they 
receiving the RAC report and other periodic emails from RAC.  If you know any of these fellow hams, please 
ask then to login to the http://www.rac.ca website and complete the member section with their email address 
any other information that may be missing. 
 

VA4NRM, VE3MKA, VE4ABL, VE4ABW, VE4ACN, VE4ACQ, VE4ACX, VE4AHZ, VE4AJB, 
VE4AJR, VE4AT, VE4BA, VE4BAE, VE4BG, VE4BI, VE4BTY, VE4CCA, VE4CIS, VE4CS, 
VE4DY, VE4EA, E4EDE, VE4EME, VE4FGR, VE4FI, VE4GR, VE4KT, VE4LES, VE4LIZ, 
VE4MG, VE4NC, VE4PF, VE4RD, VE4SD, VE4SR, VE4TP, VE4VO, VE4ZD, VE4ZV, VA5DX, 
VA5LIZ, VA5SAM, VE5AAD, VE5AF, VE5AFK, VE5AG, VE5BAP, VE5BBH, VE5BBK, VE5BF, 
VE5BFD, VE5BKO, VE5BPS, VE5CA, VE5CD, VE5CMG, VE5CT, VE5DA, VE5DC, VE5DF, 
VE5DGD, VE5DZ, VE5EN, VE5ERN, VE5FAW, VE5FL, VE5GW, VE5GY, VE5GZ, VE5HAB, 
VE5HAE, VE5HFD, VE5IBK, VE5IM, VE5JAR, VE5JML, VE5JN, VE5JRM, VE5JZ, VE5KA, 
VE5KIC, VE5KK, VE5KRB, VE5LOU, VE5LQ, VE5LTD, VE5LY, VE5MAX, VE5MC, VE5MCD, 
VE5MDB, VE5MDC, VE5MHR, VE5ML, VE5MX, VE5OO, VE5PT, VE5QHL, VE5RC, VE5RH, 
VE5RO, VE5RU, VE5RY, VE5SAR, VE5SC, VE5TK, VE5TL, VE5TX, VE5UJ, VE5VL, VE5VP, 
VE5VT, VE5WW, VE5XO, VE5YD,VE7JCR 

 
If you are part of a local club executive and any of these ham's are members of your club, Please pass on this 
information to them 
 Thank you. 
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Radio Amateurs of Canada  
Midwest Region Director  

 
Derek Hay -  VE4HAY 

51 St. Hilaire Place  
Winnipeg, MB  R2J4B5  

 
Phone: 204 - 257 - 1420  

Fax: 204 - 282 - 7851  
Email: ve4hay@rac.ca  

Midwest Region Assistant Directors  
 

Bill Till – VE5FN (Lloydminster)  
Doug Pfaff  – V E5DCP (Regina)  

Richard Holder – VE4QK (Beausejour)  
 

Section Managers  
Barry MacKenzie, VE5TRF  (Saskatchewan)  

Jan Schippers – VE4JS (Manitoba)  


